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'T^HE BREEOo ^i^D VARIETIES of chickens dis- 
^ cussed in this bulletin often have an unusual 
appeal, and a breeder who may be attracted first to 
such fowls by their unusual plumage or form may 
later develop a flock which has decided utility value. 
Thus the keeping of these classes of chickens con- 
tributes to pleasure and the possibility of ample 
reward as well. This bulletin discusses the qualities 
of the various breeds and varieties listed so that the 
inexperienced person may make a wise selection by 
reason of familiarity with the merits of each. 

Because of the large number of breeds and vari- 
eties involved, it is possible to give only brief descrip- 
tions. Persons desiring more detailed information 
are referred to the American Standard of Perfection, 
a book published by the American Poultry Asso- 
ciation and a guide by which fowls are judged. 
The office of the secretary is 655 West Third Street, 
Fort Wayne, Indr There are also other good books 
on the market which give detailed descriptions as 
well as matters of general interest, together with 
numerous illustrations. 

This bulletin is a revision of and supersedes Farm- 
ers' Bulletins 1221 and 1251. 
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INTRODUCTION 

CHICKENS combine qualities of economic value and ornamenta- 
tion that cause them to have a wide appeal to persons interested 
in domestic animals. The relatively small size of chickens as com- 
pared with cattle, sheep, and hogs, makes them particularly adaptable 
to a variety of conditions and obtainable at low cost. The egg-laying 
and meat-producing qualities and the beautiful combinations of color 
patterns are factors that give chickens a very important place in 
animal breeding. Also, many chickens possessing beauty of plumage 
or form, or because of their rarity or unusual appearance, are kept 
and bred mainly for pleasure. It is this interest on the part of 
poultry breeders which accounts in a measure for the large number 
of standard breeds and varieties and for the great variation in type, 
color, and color patterns. 

The breeds and varieties discussed in this bulletin include the 
Continental European, Oriental, Game, Ornamental, and Miscella- 
neous classes. Farmers' Bulletin No. 1506, which will be sent on 
request, deals with the American, Asiatic, English, and Mediter- 
ranean classes of poultry. 

_ The purpose of this bulletin is to give poultrymen a brief discus- 
sion of the more important characteristics of the breeds and vari- 
eties listed below. From the list the reader will observe that there 
are bantams in several of the classes of the larger chickens and also 
classes of bantams for which there are no corresponding larger 
breeds. 
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Fig. 1. — Glossary chart giving the names of the various parts of a male fowl. Insert 
shows head of white Houdan male Illustrating, 1. crest ; 2, V-shaped comb ; 3, muff ; 
4, beard 

CONTINENTAL EUROPEAN CLASS 



The Continental European class contains the following breeds and varieties : 



Bleed 



Size 



Pollsh_ 



Hamburg- 



Variety 

White-Crested Black Normal. 

Bearded Golden Normal. 

Bearded Silver __- Normal. 

Bearded White Normal and bantam. 

BufC Laced Normal and bantam. 

Non-Bearded Golden Normal and bantam. 

Non-Bearded Silver Normal and bantam. 

Non-Bearded White Normal and bantam. 

Golden Spangled Normal. 

Silver Spangled Normal. 

Golden Penciled Normal. 

Silver Penciled Normal. 

White Normal. 

Black Normal. 

Campine-^ Silver Normal. 

Golden Normal. 

Buttercup Normal. 

Houdan Mottled Normal. 

White Normal. 

Orevecoeur Black Normal. 

La Fleche Black Normal. 

FaveroUes Salmon Normal. 
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POLISH 

Tlie Polish br(rJ was foiiuoily very popnlai' in tlie United 
Slates, but with tlie infiea&e in popwlarity of the Leghorns, interest 
in the Polish waned, although it is still sonieAvhat poi^ular as an 
ornamental fowl. There is considerable doubt about the origin of 
ihe Polish breed; although it probably originated in Poland'^ it is 
an accepted fact that the Dutch poultry fanciers of the eighteenth 
century were instrumental in peifecting the crest, Arhich is a char- 
:K-(eristic feature of the breed. 




I'IG. — Wliitt C'lvstfd isiack I'tOish, lemali' 



In type the Polish is much like the Leghorn. It has no standard 
M-eights. however, except in the case of Poli. h Bantams, ■which are 
ni ounces: Cock, 20; hen, 22-: cockerel, 22; and pullet, 20. 

The body of the Polish should be svmmetrical. of fair length 
with well-rounded breast, the back showing a distinct slope back- 
ward from the shouldeis to the tail. The tail should be of good 
length, well sjiread, and carried low, and in the male should be 
well fuinished Avith sickles and coverts. 

As noted previously, a chai-acteiistic feature of all Polish birds is 
the presence of a cre.st suimounting the head. The crest adds 
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greatly to the beauty of t\\o Towl. and it is very important that it 
be set sqnarelj' on 'the head with no tendency to (h-oop. Some 
variotics of the Polish aie beiudcd whereas others are not._ The 
beard consists of a small tuft of feathers on the throat and side of 
the face of the fowl ajid extends well behind the eyes. The color 
of the skin in all varieties is gray or grayish white. The comb is 
relatively small and is V shaped. The ear lobes ai'C white. The 
color of the egg laid by this breed is white and the Polish is known 
as nonbroody. 

The White-Crested Black Polish is a nonbciirded variety. The 
color of the plumage is black with a greenish sheen, except for the 




Fig. 3. — Buff-Laced Polish, male 



crest, which is white. Such a combination of plumage coloration 
makes this variety strikingly attractive. The undercolor in all sec- 
tions is dull black. The beak is bluish black and the shanks and toes 
are dark slate. A White-Crested Black Polish male is illustrated on 
the title page. 

The Bearded Golden Polish and the Non-Bearded Golden Polish 
of normal size and the Non-Bearded Golden Polish Bantam are 
three varieties that have the same color pattern. The male and fe- 
male in each variety are identical in this respect. The plumage is 
golden bay, laced with black throughout except for the flntT. which 
is bay tinged with black, and the primary feathers, which are golden 
bay ending with tapering black ends. The feathers of the breast 
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iiie •ioldeii bay laced with black. The inid(-ic()lor is slate throii<,r]ioiit. 
Tlie beak is dark hoi'ii, and the shanks and toes are slaty blue. The 
only dili'erence among llie varieties is indicated by the variety desig- 
nation, one being bearded and the other two varieties nonbearded. 

The Bearded Silver Polish, tlie Non-Bearded Silver Polish, and 
llie Bearded Silver Polish Bantam have a beautiful coloi- pattern 
very much like the golden varieties except that golden bay is re- 
placed by white in the silver varieties. The undercolor is slate 
tliroughout in both sexes of tlie three varieties. The beak is dark 
iiorn and the shanks and toes aie ^laty blue. The onlv other differ- 




l-'iii. 4. — lieanlfd Wlilte I'ulisili. iViiidle 



ence froin the vai-iety standpoint is tlio pi'esence of a beai-d in one 
ease and its absence in the other tAvo cases. 

The Bearded and Non-Bearded White Polish and the Bearded 
and Non-Bearded White Polish Bantams have white plumage color 
and white undercolor. The beak is dark horn, and the shanks and 
toes ai'e slaty blue. 

The Buff-Laced Polish and the Buff-Laced Polish Bantam are 
bearded^ varieties, the buff plumage coloi- being laced witli a paler 
bnff. The sexes differ slightly in Volor pattern, some sections in the 
male being a somewhat richei- buff' tlian in the female. The primary 
wing feathei-s of tiie female are plain biiil' without any lacing, 
whereas those of the Inale are laeed, with a paler buff on the outer 
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ends only. The breast feathei-s of the male are of a richer biiff color 
than in the female, hut in both cases the feathers are laced with black. 
The undercolor of both sexes is a pale buff throughout. The beak is 
slaty blue and the shanlts and toes are slaty blue. 

HAMBURG 

The Hamburg is probably the original rose-comb fowl and its 
ancestry dates back to the times of early poultry culture in Germany 
and Holland. The birds are rather small f-ized, and the breed com- 
2)rises several varieties which have very attractive color patterns. 
The plumage is rather clo.se fitting and gives the Hamburg a very 




Fig. 5. — nparded Golden Polisli, male 



trim appearance. There are no standard weights for the breed and 
there are no bantam varieties. 

In body type the Hamburg resembles the Leghorn very closely, 
has the same symmetrical shape, and is well set up. The body is 
carried nearly level with very little slojie of the back line from the 
shoulders to the tail. The tail is carried comparatively low and 
the feathers are long and well spread. All Hamburgs have rose 
combs, the spikes of which should be well developed and turned 
slightly upward. The ear lobes should be of good size, white in 
color, and nearly round in shape. The color of the skin in all varie- 
ties is gray or grayish white. The color of the egg is white. Ham- 
burgs are all known as nonsitters. 
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Fig. 7. — Xoii-IJeai ded Silver I'ulisb, male 
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The Golden Spangled Hamburg has an attractive color pattern, 
the plumage over the bod}- being ooklen bay, each feather ending 
with an elongated, greenish-black spangle. The neck is golden bay 
in color with a greenish-black stripe running down the middle of 
each feather. The tail is black except for the tail coverts of the 
females, which are golden bay, spangled with black. The saddle 
feathers of the male are lustrous, golden bay with the characteristic 
spangle. The spangles of the wing coverts should form two distinct 
black bai-s across the wing. In both sexes the upper webs of the 
primaries are black and the lower webs are bay. The secondaries 
are golden bay in the male, the lower feathers ending in ]u^strous, 
greenish-black, crescent-shaped sjjangles, whereas in the female eac-h 




Fig. 8. — Silver Spangled Ilamljurg, female 

feather ends in the same kind of a spangle. In the male the fluff is 
bay tinged with slate, and in the female it is slate tinged with gray. 
In both sexes the unclercolor is slate. The color of the beak is dark 
horn and the shanks and toes are leaden blue. 

The Silver Spangled Hamburg is one of the most attractive of 
all fowls because of the striking effect of the combination of white 
and black over the entire body. It is therefore the most popular 
variety of the Hamburg breed in America. The color pattern is 
essentially the same as in the case of the Golden Spangled, except 
that the feathers are white and black instead of golden bay, the tail 
feathers being white, each one ending in a spangle, instead of the 
p-eenish-black tail of tlie Golden Spangled variety. The fluff in 
both sexes is slate tinged Avith white, and the undercolor is slate 
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tlnoughoul. The beak is dark horn and tlie shanks and toes aie 
Jeadeii blue. 

The Golden Penciled Hamburg is characterized by tlie penciled 
ell'ect of the plumage. The color pattern of the male differs from 
ihat of the female. The general color of the male is bay or reddish 
bay, except for the black tail feathers and the greenisli-'black sickles 
and tail coverts, which are edged with reddisli bay. The upper webs 
of the wing coverts are slightly pen. iled with black bars. The upper 
webs of the primary wing feathers are black, the upper webs of the 
sveondaries are reddish bay pencile<l with black, au(l the lower webs 




1''IG. 0. — Silver I'eiioik'd Hamburg, male 



are reddish bay witli small, black ^pots at the end of the feather.s. 
The fluff in tlie male is black. The general color of the female is bay, 
(ho feathers being penciled transversely with parallel black bars. 
ALso in the female the neck and primary wing feathers are bay 
trifhout any penciling, and the wing coverts and secondaries are 
bay penciled with greenish-black bars. The fluff is bay penciled with 
lilack. 'J"he breast of the male is rich, reddish bay, whereas that of 
the female is a bright bay. each feather being penciled across with 
l)ai al]el, greenish-black bars. The undercolor in all sections in both 
sexes is slate. The beak is dark horn and the .shanks ancl toes are 
leaden blue. 
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Fig. 10. — Silver rencilod Hamburg, female 




Pic. 11. — Itlack Hamburg, male 



The Silver Penciled Hamburg practically diiplicatcs the Goklpu 
Penciled except that the bay is replaced by' white. In the male the 
neck is white, whereas in the female it is white except at the base, 
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whicli is penciled across witli nanow bars of greenish black. The 
secon(hTries of the male are bhick and have the upper webs black edged 
with white or gray, and the lower Avebs are white edged with a 
black stripe next to the quill, whereas the secondarj? wing feathers 
of the female are white, penciled with greenish black. The fluff of 
the male is slaty white and that of the female is white penciled with 
black. In the male the breast is white and in the female it is also 
white but each feather is penciled with greenish black. The under- 
color in all sections of both sexes is slate. The beak is dark horn 
and the shanks and toes arc dark blue. 




Fig. In. — sii\-er <'iunijiu", male 



The White Hamburg has pure white plumage in all parts. The 
undercolor is white. The beak and skairiis and toes are leaden 
bhie. 

The Black Hamburg is black in all sections, with the surface 
plumage a lustrous, gre&nish black. The undercolor in all sections 
IS dull black. The beak and .shanks; and toes are black. 

CAMPINE 

The Caiupine breed tfikes its name from the Caui]nne district of 
Belgium, where it was developed by commercial poultry keepers. 
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This breed is very similar to tlic Penciled Hamburg in type and in 
color, but it has a single comb. It is also somewhat the same build 
as the Leghorn, though the body is inclined to be slightly deeper. 
It should be of good length, well rounded; the back should be of fair 
length, sloping slightly downward, and the tail well expanded and 
carried fairly low. The breast is deep and carried well forward. 
The standard weights, in pounds, are: Cock, 6; hen, 4; cockerel, 5; 
and pullet, 3i/4. The ear lobe is white. The eggs are white, and 
it is a nonsitting breed. 

The Silver Campine has plumage of a gi-eeiiish-black color, each 
feather being distinctly barred with white, the width of the black 
bars varying from two to four times the width of the white bars 
in different sections. In the male the white bars are slightlj' V shaped 
in the feathers of the wing bows, back, and tail. In the female these 




Piii. IB. — Silver Campine, female 



V-shaped bais appear in the wing bows and bacjc. In other sec- 
tions of the plumage color the white bars run straight across the 
feathers. The head of both sexes and the neck of the female and 

the hackle of the male are white. The fluff is greenish black, barred 
straight across with white. The undercolor is slate throughout. 
The beak is horn color, and the slianks and toes leaden bine. 

The Golden Campine has identically the same color ])attern as the 
silver except that the white is replaced by golden bay. 

BUTTERCUP 

The characteristic feature of the Buttercup breed 'is the cup- 
shaped comb. In type and size Buttercups somewhat resemble I-iCg- 
horns. The standard weights, in pounds, are: Oock, 6; hen, 4; cocJc- 
erel, fl; and pullet, 3. The ear lobe is white. The male and female 
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differ in i esi:)ec't to ]jliiinayo color. The Ih'.uI of the inah' is ii brilliant, 
orange red. and the head of the female is of golden buff. In the male 
the neck, back, and saddle are rich, oranire red. The, breast is reddish 
bay and the tail is ii;i-eenish black. 

The cape feathers at the base of the hackle are dark buff with dis- 
tinct black spangles. 'J"he primaries; arc black Avith the lower webs 
edged with bay and the secondni-ies have outer webs of bay with 
black markings, the inner webs bhick. with bay markings. The llnff 
is ]-ich bay. Li the female the gi^neral eoloi' is golden buff; on the 
feathers of the wing, back, and fluff and on (lie lower part of the 
breast thei-e ai'e parallel rows of elongated black spangles, each 
t^pangle extending slightlj' downward across the web. The fbiff' is 




FiO. 14. — Mottled Iloiid.in, male 



])ale buff marked with black spangles. The undercolor in both sexes 
IS slaty blue, becoming light -grayi,«;h buff at the base of the feathers. 
In the male the beak is light hoi n and in the female it is light colored. 
Tile shank* and toes are willow green in both .sexe>5. 

HOUDAN 

'J1ie Houdan is a French breed, taking its name from the village 
of Houdan. It is a rather popular breed in France and is kept to a 
certain extent in the United States for llie production of table poul- 
try. It is a bird of good substance witli good leniith and de])th of 
body, making it well adapted for the production of meat. The back 
is long and of good breadth, sloping slightly toward the tail. In 
many respects the Houdan somewhat resembles the Dorkin<r. an 
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English breed. The stanchird weights, in pounds, are: Cock. 71/2; 
hen, GV2; cockerel, Gi/o; and pullet, .51/^. 

A characteristic feature of the Houdan is the presence of a fifth 
toe, practically all other breeds and varieties of chickens having but 
four toes. The Iloudan also has a well-developed ci-est and a board. 
The comb is V shaped. 

The Mottled Houdan has black plumage with about 1 feather 
in 2 to 1 feather in 10 tipi)cd with positive white, depending on the 
section of plumage. The fluff is black, tii)pcd with gray. The under- 
color in all sections of both sexes is dull blafk. The eai- lobes arc 




Fio. ID. — White Houdan, mnU- 



white. The color of the benk is dark horn; the shanks and toes are 
pinkish white, mottled with black. 

The White Houdan is the counterpart of tJic mottled in type anfl 
has pure white plumage. The ear lobes are red. The beak, shanks, 
and toes are pinkish white. 

CREVECCEUR 

The Crevecoeur is one of the oldest of the French breeds, but is 
net popular in the United States and therefore is kept to a very 
limited e.xtent. Tt resembles the Houdan in type but is slightly 
larger. Tiie standard weights, in pounds, are: Cock, 8; hen. 7; 
cockerel, 7; and pullet, G. The plumage color is a rich, glossy black. 
The undercolor in all sections of both sexes is dull black. The eggs 
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are white. The ear lobes are red. Tlie comb is V sliaped and there 
is a erest and a beard. The beak is black, shading to horn at tip, 
and the shanks and toes are blaek or dark leaden. 

LA FLECHE 

The I>a Flcche is another breed of French orijiin and, like the 
Creveeceur, is not very 2:)opular in the United States. The jj.eneral 
t_ype is somewliat like the Cre\ cc(rur; the phnnaf^e color is also solid 
black. On tiie other hand, the La Flei'lie has no crest or beard but 




Fig. 10.— Salmon Favevolles, male 



has a V-shaped comb which is iai jrer than that of either the Houdan 
or the Crevecoeur. The standard weiirlits in pounds, are: Cock, 81/^; 
hen, 7^/2 ; cockerel, 71/2; and pullet, (ii,2- 'I'lie La Fleche lays a white- 
shelled egfi:. 'J'lie color of the beak is black; the ear lobes are white; 
the shanks and toes are blftck or slate color. 

FAVEROLLES 

The Faverolles is another br'H'l ^^hieh originated in France from 
original crossings of Houdan, Dorking, and Asiatic breeds. Faver- 
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olles are known to have good nioat-producing qualities and are of 
good size. Tlie standard weights, in pounds, are: Cork, 8; hon, 6I/2 ; 
cockerel, 7; and pullet, 51/2. The body is deep and full and the breast 
ito- rather prominent. One outstanding eharacteri.ctic of the bird is 
tlie pi-eseiice of a beard and nuifls. The comb is single, and there are 
five toes, as in the case of the Houdsvn. The color of the beak is 
horn, that of the shanks, toes, and skin white. The shanks and toes 
are partially feathered on the outside. The color of the egg is 
brown or tinted, and the Faverolles belongs to the broody class. 

The salmon is the only standard variety of Faverolles in the Fnited 
States. In (he male the hciird. niufl'.-, hica-t. hod v. fhift. and tail are 




Fro. 17. — Salmon Fnvorollos. femnli" 

black. The head, hackle, and outer portion of the back are reddish 
brown while the saddle is straw colored. The wing bows are straw 
Colored and the rest of the wing is black and white. In the female 
the color of the head, neck, wing bows and coverts, back, and tail are 
salmon brown. The beard, muffs, body, fluff, and breast are cream 
color. The undercolor in both sexes is slate throughout. 

ORIENTAL CLASS 

The Oriental class contains the following breeds and varieties: 

P.ro6<l Vftrietjr Siize 

l{lack-Br<»nRto<l Uc<l Nornifil. 

Black .Voniiiil iiiiil liriiitniii. 



Malay 

Sninfttra. 



standard Breeds and Varieties of Chickens 



17 



SUMATRA 

The Blaek Sumatra apparently orisjjinatpd in Sumatra. It is a 
bird of fair size, slightly larger than the Leghorn, and is character- 
ized by having a long, drooping tail which is abundantly supplied 
with smaller sickles and eoverts. There are no standard weights 
for the breed, but the body is of good lenglh and fair depth. The 
comb is V shaped : the color of tlie beak is black, and the shanks and 




Fio. 18. — Sumatra, luale 



toes black or dark slate. The ear lobes are red. The color of the 
egg is white, and the bird is regarded as belonging to the broody 
class. 

MALAY 

The Black-Breasted lied is the only variety of the Malay breed 
although the larger sized variety has its counterpart in respect to 
plumage pattern in the bantam variety. The Malay apparently 
originated in India and was improved considerably in England, 
although it has not met with very great favor in the United States. 
It is a breed of good size, the standard weights, in pounds, being: 
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Cock, hen, 7; cockei tJ, 7; and pullet, o. 'J'hc standard weiglits, in 
ounces, of the bantams are: Cock, 20; hen, 24; cockerel, 24; and 
pidlet, 22. 'i'he Malay is an npstanclin<i bird with a Ion-:; neck and 
stands well up on its le<j,s, the standard height of the hirgci'-slzed 
variety, in inches, bein-^ : Cock, 2.m hen, 18; cockerel, 18; and iiullet, 
J5. The male is characterized by a lieavv crown which projects 
over the eyes, giving a ratlier bold ai)pearance to the face. The color 

of the beak in both sexes 
is yellow or j'cllow striped 
with horn, and shanks 
and toes are yellow. The 
color of the egg is brown 
and the breed belongs to 
the broody class. 

The plums^e of the 
male, for the most part, 
i.s black, although the 
head, hackle, wing bows, 
back, and sadflle are red, 
which in some parts 
shades to inaroon. The 
outer webs of the pri- 
mary wing fenthpr.s and 
part of the webs of the 
secondary feathers are 
bay. The general color 
of the female is brown 
which varies in diflercnt 
parts from the ordinaiy 
brown shade to a. cin- 
namon brown or even a 
darker .shade. The 
feathers on the neck arc 
fl a r k brow n or brown 
striped with black. The 
tail is very dark brown 
or black. The undercolor 
of both sexes is slate 
tinged with brown. 



■ 

The Game clafes contains the following breeds and varieties: 



Breed V.uic'tj' Si/A' 

Gallic 15l!U-k-]irc;i>lc(l Ttpd _ Normal niiil liaiitnm. 

Brown Ilcd - .Normal ami l)aiilam. 

Golden Dntkwiiis .\oniial and liaiitam. 

Silver DuckwiiiK __- Normal and bantam. 

I'.iiHien - Xoiinyl and bantam. 

Itcd I'ylc Xorinal and bantam. 

White Normal and linntam. 

IJlack Normal and bantam. 



The history of the various Game breeds has been more or less 
closely associated Avith the sport of cockfighting, Avhicli probably 




FlG. 19. — Clack-fSrcaitca Ued Mulay, male 



GAME CLASS 
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began to interest men from the time the first fowls were domesticated. 
It is well known that practically every country has shown consider- 
able interest in cockfighting and many countries have developed 
special races of fighting game fowls. The Games described 
in this bulletin, however, belong to what is known as the exhibition 
Game class and is very distinct from the fighting or pit Game class. 

The Game fowls include a number of varieties, but as a group it 
has certain definite characteristics. The birds are very striking in 
appearance, with solidly developed bodies with close-fitting plumage. 
They stand upright and have great width of the shoulders, with slop- 
ing backs and drooping tails. This general appearance is higlily 
prized in the breed and is referred to in the Standard of Perfection 
as the " station " of the bird. A high-stationed bird is desired. The 
comb is single, although if dubbed (cut off) it should have a neat 
and smooth appearance ; the comb and wattles of the cock bird should 
be dubbed. Games lay brown-shelled eggs and are classed as a 
broody breed. 

The varieties of Games may be divided into two groups — varieties 
of the normal size and varieties of Game bantams, each variety of 
which is the miniature of its larger-sized variety. The varieties of 
the larger size have no standard weights, but have been developed 
to good size. The standard weights, in ounces, of the Game bantam 
varieties are : Cock, 22 ; hen, 20 ; cockerel, 20 ; and pullet, 18. 

The Black-Breasted Red Game has dark plumage, the color of the 
male being darker in appearance than the female. In the male the 
body, breast, front of neck, and tail are black. The hackle is light 
golden, the back is bright red, and the saddle is light golden. The 
shoulders are black, the wing bows are red, and there is a black bar 
extending across the wing formed by the black wing coverts. The 
primary wing feathers are black except the bay-colored outer web 
of the lower feather. The secondaries are also black except for a 
part of the outer webs, which are bay. In the female the body color 
is ashy brown, the front of the neck and breast are salmon ; the color 
of the back is a grayish brown with a stippling of golden brown. 
The head of the female is golden and the back of the neck is golden, 
striped with black. The primary wing feathers are black and the 
tail is black except the tail coverts and the top feathers, which are 
brown. The shoulders, wing bows, coverts, and secondaries are 
grayish brown, stippled with golden brown. The ear lobes are red. 
In both male and female the color of the beak is horn, and the 
shanks and toes are willow green. 

The Brown-Red Game, like the former and all other varieties of 
parti-colored Games, shows a marked difference between the general 
plumage color of the male and the female. In the male the head is 
orange and the body and tail are black. The front of the neck is 
black, laced Avith broAvn, the breast is black laced with lemon, and 
the hackle and saddle are lemon with a dark stripe running through 
the middle of each feather. The back and wing bows are lemon 
and the remainder of the wings is black. In the female the entire 
plumage is black with these exceptions: The head is lemon; the 
neck is also lemon with a narrow, dark stripe through the middle 
of each feather; and the breast is black, each feather being laced 
with lemon. The ear lobe in both sexes is dark purple. 
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The Golden Duckwing Game. — The color of tlio front of tlio nook, 
the breast, body, and tail of the male is black and the head and liackle 
arc creamy white. The hack and wing bows are golden, and the 
saddle is lijrlit <i:ol(]cii. The shoulders arc black, a.s are also the 
Ijriniaries, except the lower feathers, the enter \yohs of which are 
creamy white. The secondaries are mainly blatk, except part fif the 
outer webs forming the wing- bay, which are creamy white. In the 
female the head and neck are silvery gray, each feather of the latter 
having a dark slriijc running tliinugh tlie middle. The front of 
the neck is reddish snlmou and the lireast is salmon. The sho\d(lers. 




KiG. 20. — Silver Duckwing finiuo, male 



wing bows, secondai-ies;, and the back are gray, stiijjjled with dai-k 
gray. The primaries are dark brown. The tail is black, except the 
two top feathers, which ai'e stippled with gi'ay. The ear lobe is red 
in both sexes. The beak is horn color; the shanks and toes willow. 

The Silver Duckwing Game is an atti-aetive bird in which the 
plumage color of the male differs materially from that of the female. 
In the male the front of the nock, the breast, shoulders, bodv, and 
lower thighs are black, and the liead. hackle, back, and saddle are 
white. _ The wing fronts are black and the wing bows are white. 
The ve'mff coverts are blue blaclc, forming a bar across the wings. 
The primaries are black, -with white on the outer webs of the lower 
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feather?, and tlie socondaries are black, except tlic Avliite part of tlie 
outer webs formin<>; tlie wmg bays. In the female tlie body and 
lower thifrhs are ashy gray, and tlie color of the head and neck Is 
silvery j?ray, the featliers of the latter having a black stripe through 
tlie middle. The back and the shoulders, wing bows, wing coverts, 
and secondaries are light gray, finely stippled with darker gray. 
The priauiries are black, as is the tail except the two top feathers, 
which are light gray, sti2:)pled Avith darker gray. In both sexes the 
ear lobe is red, the 
beak is horn, and 
the shanks and toes 
willow. 

The Birchen Game 
has a color pattern 
the exact counterpart 
of the Brown Red 
Game, except that in 
the former the lemon 
or orange is replaced 
by white. 'J'he car 
lobes are dark purple. 
The beak, shanks, and 
toes are black. 

The Red Pyle Game 
has a slightly differ- 
ent coloration in the 
two sexes, the male 
having a more varie- 
gated color pattern 
than the female. The 
general color of the 
plumage of the male 
is white, except that 
the head and hackle 
are orange; the wing 
bows are red, the 
outer webs of the 
primary wing feath- 
ers are bay, and part 
of the outer webs of 
the secondaries are 
red. The back is red 
and the saddle or- Fm. 21.— Rod ryle Game, male 

ange. The general 

color of the female is white, except the head, wiiicli is golden. Tiie 
neck feathers are white, edged with golden, and the breast is salmon 
color. The ear lobes are red. The beak, shanks, and toes are 
yellow. 

The White Game is solid white throughout in both sexes. The 
ear lobes are red, and the beak, shank^-, and toes are yellow. 

The Black Game is solid black throughout with a greenish sheen 
and the undercolor is dull black. The ear lobes are deep red. The 
beak, shanks, and toes are black. 
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ORNAMENTAL CLASS 

The ornamental class contains the following breeds and varieties of 
bantams : 

Breed Variety Size 

Sebright Bantam Golden Bantam. 

Silver Bantam 

Rose-Comb Bantam White Bantam. 

Black — ■ Bantam. 

Booted White Bantam Bantam. 

Brahma Bantam Dark Bantam. 

Light Bantam. 

Cochin Bantam ButE Bantam. 

Partridge Bantam. 

White Bantam. 

Black Bantam. 

Japanese Bantam Black-Tailed Bantam. 

White Bantam. 

Black Bantam. 

Gray Bantam. 

SEBRIGHT BANTAM 

The Sebright Bantam was originated in England early in the last 
century and has becotae somewhat popular in this country because of 
its unique ornamental quality. The body is low set; tlfie breast is 
prominent, the back is short, the tail large and well spread. Alto- 
gether, the body has a very graceful outline and presents an attrac- 
tive appearance. The breed has one outstanding characteristic in that 
-the males are hen-feathered; that is, there is an absence of hackle and 
sickle feathers. The standard weights, in ounces, are: Cock, 26: hen, 
-22; cockerel, 22; and pullet, 20. The comb is rose, with a spike 
slightly turned upward. In both varieties of this breed the comb, 
face, and ear lobes are purplish red. The beak is dark horn, and the 
shanks and toes are slaty blue. 

The. Golden Sebright is golden bay, each feather over the entire 
body in both sexes being evenly and distinctly laced with a narrow 
edge of lustrous black. The undercolor is slate in all sections. 

The Silver Sebright has a plumage color which is silvery white 
throughout, each feather being distinctly laced with a narrow edging 
of lustrous black. The undercolor of all sections is slate. This com- 
bination of white and black gives the Sebright a very striking ap- 
pearance, as in the case of the Silver Spangled Hamburg. 

ROSE-COMB BANTAM 

The Eose-Comb' Bantam, especially the black variety, is one of the 
most attractive of all fowls. The birds of this breed are very stylish 
in appearance. The legs are short, the body very graceful in out- 
line with slightly curved neck, short back," prominent breast, and 
gracefully carried tail. The rose comb is the crowning feature of 
the bird, with its upward-turning spike. The large, white ear lobe 
is another attractive feature. The standard weights, in ounces, are : 
Cock, 26 ; hen, 22 ; cockerel, 22 ; and pullet, 20. 

The two varieties, Rose-Comb Black and Rose-Comb White, are 
identical in every respect except in the matter of color. In the Rosr- 
Comb Black the beak, shanks, and toes, as well as the plumage, are 
black, whereas in the Rose-Comb White they are entirely white. The 
undercolor in the black is dull black. In both varieties the ear lobes 
are white. 




Fi(J. 22. — BInek-I!i-p(iRto<l Red Game Bantam, Fig. 23. — niack-I!rcastc<l Red Malay Biintam, 
male 




Pio. 24. — Birchen Oame Bantam, female i'lc. 25. — Rod I'ylc Ganic Bantam, male 




Via. 2(5. — Silver Uuckwing Game Bantam, Fig. 27. — Silver Dnckwing Game Bantam, 
male female 
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BOOTED WHITE BANTAM 

The Booted White Bantam is a rather odd breed possessing char- 
acteristic feathering on the outer parts of the shanks and on the 
outside toes. Another characteristic feature is the presence of vul- 
ture hocks, which are produced by the presence, on the lower thighs, 
of long, stiff feathers projecting beyond the hock joint. It is a 
fairly upstanding bird of about the same general size as most of the 
other bantams. The standard weights, in ounces, are: Cock, 26; 
hen, 22; cockerel, 22; and pullet, 20. The comb is single and the 
ear lobes bright red. The color of the male and female is identical, 
the pure white including the beak, shanks, and toes. 

BRAHMA BANTAM 

The Brahma Bantams are the counterpart of the larger-sized 
varieties of Brahma chickens. They are birds of rather compact 
appearance, the body being broad, deep, and of fairly good length. 
The tail is carried moderately low and altogether the birds are almost 
symmetrical in type. The pea comb is cliai'acteristic of the Bralimas. 
The ear lobes are red and the shanks and toes yellow. As in the case of 
the larger Brahma, the shanks and toes are feathered. The standard 
weights, in ounces, are : Cock, 30 ; hen, 26 ; cockerel, 26 ; and pullet, 24. 

The Light Brahma Bantam, for the most part, is white, the hackle 
feathers being black edged with white and the main tail feathers 
black. The primary feathers are black with white edging on the 
lower edge, and the lower web in the secondaries black, except the 
lower portion of the lower web, which is white ; the white extends 
around the end of the feathers. The feathers on the shanks and 
outer toes are white and black, the black feathers being laced with 
white. The undercolor is bluish slate, shading into bluish white in 
the breast as the surface is approached. 

The Dark Brahma Bantam is the counterpart of the larger Dark 
Brahma, in which case there is a distinct sexual difference in respect 
to the plumage color. In tlie male the plumage of the back and 
shoulders is silvery white, the feathers on tlie hackle and saddle 
being white striped with black. The rest of the body plumage, 
including the main tail feathers and sickles, is black. In the female 
the plumage color is steel gray with soft, black penciling conform- 
ing to the shape of each feather. The neck is silvery white, the 
center portion of the feathers being black slightly penciled with 
steel gray. The main tail feathers are black, the two top feathers 
showing some penciling. The undercolor of all sections of both 
sexes is slate. The beak, shanks, and toes are dusky yellow. 

COCHIN BANTAM 

The Cochin Bantam is the counterpart of the larger Cochin and is 
characterized by a very massive appearance of the body, owing to 
the looseness of the feathering, which in the female is so profuse as 
to form a " cushion " at the base of the tail. The outer parts of the 
shanks and the outer part of the middle toes are covered with profuse 
feathering. The standard weights, in ounces, are: Cock, 30; hen, 
26; cockerel, 26; and pullet, 24. The comb is single, the ear lobes 
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Fig. ;iS. — Silkie, male 



I'lo. 39. — Noil r.cai-clci] White l'»lish Uaii- 
tniii, inale 
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are bright red, the shanks and toes are yellow. The beak is yellow 
except in the case of the partridge variety, in wliich the beak is dark 
horn shading to yellow. 

The Buff Cochiii Bantam has the plumage coloring of an even 
shade of rich, golden buff, which should be free from any shafting 
or mealy appearance. 

The Partridge Cochin Bantam has sexual differences in plumage 
color. The male has a rich-red top color extending over the shoul- 
ders and back, the' hackle and saddle being striped with black ; the 
rest of the body plumage, including the main tail feathers and 
sickles, is black. In the female the general color is a deep, reddish 
bay, each feather in most sections showing distinct dark penciling. 
The main tail feathers of the female are black with the two top 
feathers showing some reddish-bay penciling. The undercolor in 
both sexes should be slate throughout. 

The White Cochin Bantam is entirely white throughout, free from 
any foreign color. 

The Black Cochin Bantam is entirely black throughout, with a 
gi'eenish sheen. The undercolor in all sections is slate. 

JAPANESE BANTAM 

The Japanese Bantams are characterized by a combination of ex- 
treme shortness of legs and back with extreme development of orna- 
mental tail feathers. This gives the bird a rather distinctive ap- 
pearance. . The breast is full and well rounded; the back is very 
short, and the tail is carried well forward. The standard weights, 
in ounces, are : Cock, 26 ; hen, 22 ; cockerel, 22 ; and pullet, 20. The 
legs and toes are free from feathers. The comb is single and large, 
and the ear lobes are red. 

The Black-Tailed Japanese Bantam has the general plumage of 
the White-Tailed Japanese, except that in the male the main tail 
feathers are black, and the sickle and tail coverts are black edged 
with white. In the female the main tail feathers are black except 
the two top feathers and the tail coverts, which have white edging. 
The undercolor is white or bluish white; the beak, shanks, and toes 
are yellow. 

The White Japanese Bantam is entirely white, both in surface and 
undercoloring. The beak, shanks, and toes are yellow. 

The Black Japanese Bantam is entirely black with greenish sheen 
on surface and dull, black undercolor. The beak, shanks, and toes 
are yellow or yellow shaded with black. 

The Gray Japanes'e Bantam has a sexual difference in plumage 
color. In the male the back is white; the saddle is white striped 
with dark ; the breast and the front of the neck are black laced with 
silver gray, and most of the rest of the body and the tail are black. 
The head and hackle are silvery gray, except that in the latter the 
feathers are striped with dark. In the female the plumage color is 
largely black, the breast and front of the neck being black laced 
with white; the head and back of neck are white, in the latter the 
feathers being striped with black. The undercolor in both sexes is 
dark slate striped with black. The beak is yellow shaded with dark 
horn and the shanks and toes are yellow or yellow shaded with horn. 
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MISCELLANEOUS CLASS 

The iin>celhun'()U< ohiss contains the fonowinof hrceds: 

r.iocil Size I r.roed ' Size 

Sulliin ..... ^ Noim.il. Silkie r.iiiitnm. 

. I'rizzli'-^ .Noi-inul. | Milli- I'Icm- ISootid l!jiiit:iin liiiiitiim. 

SULTAN 

'I'he Sultan is not a particularly popular breed. in America hut has 
ctM-tain rather (listiiict characteristics, includlnjr a Small V-sliaped 
comb, a rather large crest, mufl's, nnd beard, five toes and vultiue 
hock, as well as hc^iivy shank and trte feathering, includinir feather- 
ing of the middle and outer toes. The plumage <'()lor is entirely 




Fio. 40. — Sultan, fcmnle 



white. 'J'he ear lobes are bright red. The beak is pale, Hesh color, 
the shanks and toes slaty blue. There are no standard weights. 

FRIZZLE 

The F rizzle breed is characterized by a very peculiai' develo]:)ment 
of the feathers which show a tendency to curve backward or upward 
at the ends. This is thf^ outstunding characteristic which makes the 
breed unique; otherwise it is of little interest. The comb is single. 
The color of the feathers may be solid black, white, red. or bay. The 
only requirement governing plumage color is that each individual 
must be of one color and that when the birds are slK)wn in pairs, 
trios, or pens the individuals shall match each other in color. 
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SILKIE 

The Silkie breed i,s differeJU from all other chickens in that tho 
fowls have a blue skin and a silky appearing feather formation. 
This dilFerence in plumage i^ duo to the fact that the web in the 
feathers is partially or complotoly kicking, giving the feathers a 
silky appearance. The Silkips are believed to have originated in 
Japan and are bred there Iarg(dy as a novelty. There are no stand- 
ard weiglits, though cocks should not weigh more than 8 and hens 
not more than 2 pounds each. The color of the plumage is white 
throughout. The comb, face, and wattles are purple; the comb is 
rose, and there is a fairly well-developed crest. The ear lobes are 
light blue and the beak is blue. The shanks and toes are leaden 
bine, with shanks and outer toes well furnished with silky feathers; 
there are five toes. 




h'la. 41. — Frizzle, female 



MILLE FLEUR BOOTED BANTAM 

The Mille Fleur Booted Bantaui iiiis a cliaracteristie appearance; 
it is low set with fairly compact body, short back, muffs, feathered 
legs, and vulture hocks. There arc two varieties, bearded and non- 
bearded, which are otherwise alike. In addition, the wings are large 
and carried low; the tail is long, well spread, and carried high. The 
standard weights, in ounces, are: Cock, 2G; hen, 22; cockerel, 22; 
and pullet, 20. ' 

In the male the general plumage color is a brilliant red with the 
tip of each feather ending in a V-shaped, white spangle which is 
separated from the red portion of the feather by a black bar. The 
hackle, back, and saddle feathers are red, striped with black and 
tii>ped with white. The front of the neck, the breast, and the body 
are golden bay with a crescent-shaped bar of black separating the 
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V-shajiod. \vhito s]iiin<ilo at the tip from the rest of the feather. 
The winjj; bows are also red. tipped with while. The iiriiuarv wiiij;' 
feathers are bhuk edited with bay and while, and the .'-econdary 
featheis ai'e bay on the onter web and bhick on the inner web and 
are tipped with wiiite. The tail, inehiding the tail eoverls and 
sickle feathers, is black tipi)ed with white. The fhitf is tlnll bhiek 
mottled with while; the sliank and toe feathers are black with white 
tips. The general color pattern of tlie female is rich, golden bull' 




KiG. 42. — Mille Fleur Booted ISnatnin, fcnidlc Fig. 43. — Millc Kleiir Boofi-d liaiitiim, male 



with a white, V-shaped spangle separated from the re-t of the feather 
by a crescent-shaiK'd black bar. The primary wing feathers are 
black, and the secondaries have tlieir outer webs light gohlen butt' 
and their inner webs dull black tipped with white. The main tail 
feathers are dull black, lipped with white, as are also the shank and 
toe feathers. The underc«lor of both sexes is slate tliroiijjhont which 
shades to a buff at the base of the feathers. The comb in both sexeS 
is single, and the ear lobes red. Tlie beak is horn color, the shanks 
and toes slaty blue, and the bottom of the foot yellow. 
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